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MEMORANDUM 



Mtr riUC ll Ol gS 
COmiGUXEfiL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 




August 22. 1968 
9:00 P.M. 



. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: Tom Johns cjn 

Cabinet Room Thursday. August 22. Those attending 
the meetmg were: 
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The President 
The Vice President 
Secretary Rusk 
Secretary Clifford 
Secretary Fowler 
Secretary Freeman 
Secretary Wirtz 
Postmaster General Watson 
Secretary Boyd 
■•#/^ttorney General Clark 
Secretary Smith 
Secretary Weaver 
Secretary Cohen 



The staff members attending the meeting were 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 12556. Sec 5.4 



■ Walt Rostow 
.;Charles.' Murphy..-. . 
Jim Jones 
Joe Califano 
John Macy 
Barefoot Sanders 
Charles Zwick 

* Chaflesl: Maguire 
Bob'Hardesty 
;J^ry.iJVe^eton 



George Reedy 
Mike Manatos, 
Ernest Goldstein 
JimiGaither 
DeVier Picreon 
X^arry ^Temple:.,., 
Nat Davis 
Ed Hamilton' 
Ed Fried 
Le onard Marks-,-,... 
Tom [Johns on 
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^ Publu ' -;iV \^7';-'jjM 
Hatdar; W. Thia"nnT tohnson 

PRESIDEm": Czech situation. 

1. We did not assume there would be no military intervention. 

2. There was massing of troops on the borders. 

3. Thompson said they would go to any length to push Czechs 
■ hack to pre -January site. 

4. - Tuesday lunch included item on Soviet Central Committee 

•meeting. 

5; At 7:05 — Dobrynin asked for meeting 
Rostow told Rusk 
-- Read Soviet message 

— Rusk sent message to Dnc meeting 

— Asked for NSC meeting 
Rusk called in Dobrynin 

>4ff* — Ball instructed to talk to other nations in UN. 

Yesterday morning we formalized a statement. 

We have no commitment to intervene militarily. 
-- Xt'^wbulii iiot be' in Czech interests or ours. 
- - The "Cold War " is not over. 

Oar relations with Soviets are in transition. 
AWe would go: anywhere at anytime to farther interests of peace. 




We have iiiought at times we have made Progress. 



i@citer>Space ^agreement and the Consular , 
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Sovietfl^thTOgfat a paase^would enable th^rr. * ^ 
' in Vietnam.. We tried a ^tIT *° somethiag 

a 37-day pause itt the bombing. 

-:-J.There are 6««ne plusses and some minuses. 



We^have been disillusioned if not deceived 



•secretary RUSK: The poHticl costs the Soviets would hav. . 
W'was one reason we thought they would not ^ 



^.H^^i^ion was made on'Mohdav. If the*«i -v.. 

therfe^would be a world war. military intervention, 

' ' f.W^^-'Tl.''"^^"^ """"" inscribed. 13 - 2. India 

^ J^^f<^^d Algeria voted to put it on the agenda. Only tw^ ' 

. ,M the Soviet Unio! and HungaC 

' ^ v aTbere would be 80 - 



; ^° ^^'^^ ^« General Assembly. 



''7^.?'^^°^ created violent world reaction. 



' '^^-'^ ;5^«:*^^tiW-Assembly can speak. The President and the Foreign 
- - ^-i ^^Mim.8tex can also. ^ 

^V v^^' ^ ^^§i|afVs^the relation between Czechoslovakia and Vietnam - I see 
r * ' ' ' ^^,'?J*«ct»Telationship. 

< ^ members of the Cabinet will not get into this. 

^ .^-i-^lQB^TARYJfflRTZ: I agree Czechoslovakia and Vietnam are 
^aipSrent'^^ati^s-V ' >^ ' . . ^ ) . :i S^ii^^^'-w' 
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' f|%>tet-o£fens;ve W oSn^:e ^liai^ ^","--^1* 



^^EW:"I made my March 31 statement o. my „„. 



'f ^°-set^<3i8,cussions started. 



" - fy'<^f%n^hr^*°PP«'l teVto 20 percent of their trucks. 
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-'A^^^^^'^^^ «ie ooviete have almost unanimousiy been 

They have restored the cold war and 
^^l^'jr^^A'^^^T^y^'' °P^on against the Soviet Unon. 



5?^^f* "'^^^ P"ts of Europe have been critical 

^-^ ^ Czechoslovakia. 

- ^ ' °f Soviet Union has supported the move. 

SU?~^E^';5'^«^^No'rth Vietnam. . . 

'-W-'^fW^i %go,^f Soviets^' stopped jamming radio programs aimed 
across ihe 'Iron Curtain. Last- -n-^aV,*- fT,o,r ti.^ iwfi > 
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